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incarnation in Constantinople in the year A.D. 4ll when
under the name of Prod us, which in after life he was
destined to make famous, he was one of the last expo-
nents of Neo-Platonism and overshadowed the mediaeval
Christian Church with his influence.

The next thing that is definitely known of him at
present is that he was reborn in the year 1211, and in that
life as Roger Bacon, a Franciscan friar and a great
experimentalist and scientist, he was a reformer both of
the theology and science of his day. In i375 came his
birth as Christian Rosenkreu^, a birth of very great
importance, for he founded the great secret society of the
Rosicrucians, which, though supposed to have died out, is
still in existence, while its teaching is found in a somewhat
different form in Theosophy and partly in Freemasonry.
He again took birth some fifty years later as John
Hunyadi, an eminent Hungarian soldier and leader, and
again about A.D. i5oo he had a life as the monk Robertus
somewhere in middle Europe. After that comes one of
the very greatest of his births when in the year i56i he
was born as Francis Bacon. In fact, as known largely by
means of a cipher story written by him secretly in the
works which he published, he was the first son of no less a
personage than Queen Elizabeth, who had married Sir
Robert Dudley, afterwards the Earl of Leicester, when
they were both prisoners in the Tower. That marriage
having been legalised at a later time, he should have been
King of England instead of James I, but owing to various
reasons he had bound himself by a pledge 'to his mother
not to let the fact be known. He set to work to constitute
the English language as we know it to-day, and that he
did largely by writing those plays attributed to Shakespeare
(Shakespeare is proved to have been an illiterate man who